The union of Normandy and England in 1066 recast the political map of western Europe and marked the beginning of a new era in the region's international history. This book is a groundbreaking investigation of the relations and exchanges between the county of Flanders and the Anglo-Norman realm. Among other important themes, it examines Anglo-Flemish diplomatic treaties and fiefs, international aristocratic culture, the growth of overseas commerce, immigration to England and the construction of new social and national identities. The century and a half between the conquest of England by the duke of Normandy and the conquest of Normandy by the king of France witnessed major revolutions in European society, politics and culture. This study explores the history of England, northern France and the southern Low Countries in relation to each other during this period, giving fresh perspectives on the historical development of north-western Europe in the Central Middle Ages.
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C O N T E N T S
Over the course of writing this book I have relied on the goodwill and the generous help of many friends, loved ones, colleagues and acquaintances. Though it is impossible to repay many of the debts incurred, it is my pleasure to recognise them and to publicly offer my thanks for the help I have been given during this project. This book originated in a doctoral dissertation submitted to the University of Cambridge. My academic skills developed there under the superb guidance of Liesbeth van Houts, to whom I owe great thanks for her excellent teaching, for her indefatigable encouragement and for originally suggesting this topic of research. I likewise owe a debt to the scholarly communities at the 
